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55-30 Junction Boulevard 
Elmhurst, NY 11373 

Tel: 718.271.6200 
Fax: 718.271.6900 

 
88-24 Myrtle Avenue 

Glendale, NY 11385 
Tel: 718.850.3111  
Fax: 718.850.3118 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students,  

 One of our school’s primary goals is to create a lifelong love of reading.  Reading throughout the 

summer gives students an opportunity to practice literacy skills. 

 For the summer reading assignment, every student is required to read two books and complete a project 

for each book.  Students must choose two books from the list attached.  They also have a choice of one project 

for each book.  Attached are the project choices and rubrics.   

The project will count as your first project grade for Quarter 1.  

o 7th grade is due on August 29th    
Plagiarism is not permitted in term papers, themes, essays, reports, images, take-home examinations, and 

other academic work.  

● Plagiarism is defined as stealing or using any ideas of another person, or in any way 

presenting the work of another person as one’s own.  This includes: 
o  Taking any portion of text or images/pictures from any online source, book, article, 

etc. 
o Reading your friend’s work and writing, paraphrasing or using his/her words or ideas.  

Here’s how to get started: 

1. Review the required reading list for your grade level.  

2. Go to the local library, the Public Library, order online, or a local bookstore to find the books.  You can 

also download books on your E-readers: iBooks, Google Play, Nook, or on your Kindle.  Audio books 

are acceptable.  

3. Review the assignment requirements.  

4. Read two books from your grade list.  Use post-it notes or a notebook to record notes.  This will help 

you complete the project.   

5. Complete the entire assignment including the mandatory sections, and compare your work with the 

appropriate rubric to be sure you have met all the requirements.  

o Bring the two completed assignments when you return to school on:  
o 7th grade is due on August 29th  

 

This information can be found on our website, and in our CQA Main Office.  Contact Mrs. Maxwell: 

keneshia.mcdonald@centralqueensacademy.org and/or our CQA Main Office for any questions as it relates 

mailto:keneshia.mcdonald@centralqueensacademy.org
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to this Summer Reading assignment.  

 

Enjoy some great books this summer! 

      K. Maxwell  

 

 

 

*Select two books from the list for the grade level that you will be entering in 

August* 

 

7th Grade 

1. One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia 

2. All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook by Leslie Connor  

3. I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai 

4. It Ain’t So Awful Falafel by Firoozeh Dumas 

5. Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi 

6. American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang 

7. 145th Street Short Stories by Walter Dean Myers 

8. 13: Thirteen Stories That Capture the Agony and Ecstasy of Being Thirteen 

by James Howe 

9. Wing and Claw (Forest of Wonders) by Linda Sue Park 

10. The Rat Prince by Bridget Hodder 

11. The Mark of the Dragonfly by Jaleigh Johnson  
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7th Grade BOOK SUMMARIES 

 

REALISTIC FICTION 

 

In this Newbery Honor novel, New York Times bestselling author Rita Williams-Garcia 
tells the story of three sisters who travel to Oakland, California, in 1968 to meet the 
mother who abandoned them. 

Eleven-year-old Delphine is like a mother to her two younger sisters, Vonetta and Fern. 
She's had to be, ever since their mother, Cecile, left them seven years ago for a radical 
new life in California. But when the sisters arrive from Brooklyn to spend the summer 
with their mother, Cecile is nothing like they imagined. While the girls hope to go to 
Disneyland and meet Tinker Bell, their mother sends them to a day camp run by the 
Black Panthers. Unexpectedly, Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern learn much about their 
family, their country, and themselves during one truly crazy summer. 

 
 
 

From Leslie Connor, award-winning author of Waiting for Normal and Crunch, comes a 
soaring and heartfelt story about love, forgiveness, and how innocence makes us all 
rise up. All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook is a powerful story, perfect for fans 
of Wonder and When You Reach Me. 

Eleven-year-old Perry was born and raised by his mom at the Blue River Co-ed 
Correctional Facility in tiny Surprise, Nebraska. His mom is a resident on Cell Block C, 
and so far Warden Daugherty has made it possible for them to be together. That is, 
until a new district attorney discovers the truth—and Perry is removed from the 
facility and forced into a foster home. 

When Perry moves to the “outside” world, he feels trapped. Desperate to be reunited 
with his mom, Perry goes on a quest for answers about her past crime. As he gets closer to the truth, he will 
discover that love makes people resilient no matter where they come from . . . but can he find a way to tell 
everyone what home truly means? 
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CULTURE/SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala 
Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education. 
 
On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. 
She was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, 
and few expected her to survive. 
 
Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a 
remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At 
sixteen, she became a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest nominee 
ever for the Nobel Peace Prize. 

 
I AM MALALA is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, 
of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, 
and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes sons. 
 

 
Zomorod (Cindy) Yousefzadeh is the new kid on the block . . . for the fourth time. 
California’s Newport Beach is her family’s latest perch, and she’s determined to shuck 
her brainy loner persona and start afresh with a new Brady Bunch name—Cindy. It’s 
the late 1970s, and fitting in becomes more difficult as Iran makes U.S. headlines with 
protests, revolution, and finally the taking of American hostages. Even mood rings 
and puka shell necklaces can't distract Cindy from the anti-Iran sentiments that creep 
way too close to home. A poignant yet lighthearted middle grade debut from the 
author of the best-selling Funny in Farsi. 
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GRAPHIC NOVELS 
 
A New York Times Notable Book 
A Time Magazine “Best Comix of the Year” 
A San Francisco Chronicle and Los Angeles Times Best-seller 
 
Wise, funny, and heartbreaking, Persepolis is Marjane Satrapi’s memoir of growing up in 
Iran during the Islamic Revolution. In powerful black-and-white comic strip images, 
Satrapi tells the story of her life in Tehran from ages six to fourteen, years that saw the 
overthrow of the Shah’s regime, the triumph of the Islamic Revolution, and the 
devastating effects of war with Iraq. The intelligent and outspoken only child of 
committed Marxists and the great-granddaughter of one of Iran’s last emperors, Marjane 
bears witness to a childhood uniquely entwined with the history of her country. 

 
Persepolis paints an unforgettable portrait of daily life in Iran and of the bewildering contradictions between 
home life and public life. Marjane’s child’s-eye view of dethroned emperors, state-sanctioned whippings, and 
heroes of the revolution allows us to learn as she does the history of this fascinating country and of her own 
extraordinary family. Intensely personal, profoundly political, and wholly original, Persepolis is at once a story 
of growing up and a reminder of the human cost of war and political repression. It shows how we carry on, 
with laughter and tears, in the face of absurdity. And, finally, it introduces us to an irresistible little girl with 
whom we cannot help but fall in love. 
 

Jin Wang starts at a new school where he's the only Chinese-American student. When a 
boy from Taiwan joins his class, Jin doesn't want to be associated with an FOB like him. 
Jin just wants to be an all-American boy, because he's in love with an all-American girl. 
Danny is an all-American boy: great at basketball, popular with the girls. But his 
obnoxious Chinese cousin Chin-Kee's annual visit is such a disaster that it ruins Danny's 
reputation at school, leaving him with no choice but to transfer somewhere he can start 
all over again. The Monkey King has lived for thousands of years and mastered the arts 
of kung fu and the heavenly disciplines. He's ready to join the ranks of the immortal 
gods in heaven. But there's no place in heaven for a monkey. Each of these characters 
cannot help himself alone, but how can they possibly help each other? They're going to 
have to find a way―if they want fix the disasters their lives have become. 

American Born Chinese is a 2006 National Book Award Finalist for Young People's Literature, the winner of the 
2007 Eisner Award for Best Graphic Album: New, an Eisner Award nominee for Best Coloring, a 2007 Bank 
Street Best Children's Book of the Year, and a New York Times bestseller. 
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COLLECTION OF SHORT STORIES 
 
 

The first week of his senior year, everything changed. That’s when Mack met Kitty. She 
hadn’t finished the sonnet she wrote for him, but she had finished Mack. From that 
minute on, he was stupid in love.  
  
That’s just Kitty and Mack.  
  
But everybody on the block has a story to tell. 
 
A salty, wrenchingly honest collection of stories set on one block of 145th Street. We 
get to know the oldest resident; the cop on the beat; fine Peaches and her girl, 
Squeezie; Monkeyman; and Benny, a fighter on the way to a knockout. We meet 

Angela, who starts having prophetic dreams after her father is killed, and Big Joe, who wants a bang-up funeral 
while he's still around to enjoy it. Some of these stories are private, and some are the ones behind the 
headlines. In each one, characters jump off the page and pull readers right into the mix on 1-4-5.  
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FANTASY  

From Newbery Medal-winning author Linda Sue Park, this is a captivating fantasy-
adventure about a boy, a bat, and an amazing transformation. The first book in an 
enchanting trilogy, Forest of Wonders richly explores the links between magic and 
botany, family and duty, environment and home. 

Raffa Santana has always loved the mysterious Forest of Wonders. For a gifted young 
apothecary like him, every leaf could unleash a kind of magic. 

When an injured bat crashes into his life, Raffa invents a cure from a rare crimson vine 
that he finds deep in the Forest. His remedy saves the animal but also transforms it into 
something much more than an ordinary bat, with far-reaching consequences. 

Raffa’s experiments lead him away from home to the forbidding city of Gilden, where troubling discoveries 
make him question whether exciting botanical inventions—including his own—might actually threaten the 
very creatures of the Forest he wants to protect. 
 

 
AN ILA CHILDREN'S CHOICE LIST STARRED SELECTION 
So, you think you know the tale of Cinderella? Think again! 
The dashing Prince of the Rats--who's in love with Cinderella--is changed into her 
coachman on the night of the big ball. Together, they're about to turn the legend (and 
the evening) upside down on their way to a most unexpected happy ending! 
 
A sparkling debut full of magic and adventure, from a fresh new voice in fairytale 
fiction. 
 
 

 
 
For fans of Frozen, The City of Ember, and The School of Good and Evil, the New York Times bestseller The 
Mark of the Dragonfly is a fast-paced adventure story about a mysterious girl and a fearless boy, set in a 
magical world that is both exciting and dangerous. 
   Piper has never seen the Mark of the Dragonfly until she finds the girl amid the wreckage of a caravan in the 
Meteor Fields. 
   The girl doesn't remember a thing about her life, but the intricate tattoo on her arm is proof that she's from 
the Dragonfly Territories and that she's protected by the king. Which means a reward for Piper if she can get 
the girl home. 
   The one sure way to the Territories is the 401, a great old beauty of a train. But a ticket costs more coin than 
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Piper could make in a year. And stowing away is a difficult prospect--everyone knows 
that getting past the peculiar green-eyed boy who stands guard is nearly 
impossible.   Life for Piper just turned dangerous. A little bit magical. And very exciting, if 
she can manage to survive the journey. 
 

 

 

Summer Reading Project Components:   
 

Section I: Summary & Components- 30 Points 

All projects must include: 

• Title 
• Author 
• Genre 
• Setting (time and place) 
• One paragraph summary explaining what the book is about. 

(20 points) 
 

***Neatness, Creativity, Clarity of Ideas, and Grammar/Spelling count! 

(10 points) 

 

Section II: Reflection- 20 Points 

• Write at least 2 paragraphs that reflect on the novel. 
• You may use the following ideas to get you started: 

o This book made me wish …; realize …; decide …; wonder …; see …; believe …; feel 

…; hope ... 
(20 points) 
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Section III: Project Menu Choice- 50 Points 

You may choose any one of the following menu items to complete Section 3. You must use a different project 

choice per book. USE YOUR CREATIVITY! 

Soundtrack 
Create a “soundtrack” for the 

book.  What 5 songs would you 

choose? 

Give 3-5 sentences of explanation for 

why you chose EACH song and how it 

connects to the events or characters in 

the book. 

Include the title, artist, and lyrics for 

each song. 

Include a music video for one song.  

Create a dance to accompany one 

song. 

(50 Points) 

Book Talk 
In a PowerPoint, Prezi, or video 

presentation, create a book talk 

that explains what the book is 

about, the theme, and the author. 

Use pictures and/or video clips 

that accurately summarize the 

most important parts of the story, 

and be sure to include events 

from the Introduction, Rising 

Action, Climax, Falling Action, 

and Resolution. 

(50 Points) 

Children’s Book/Comic Strip 
Create a 10-15 page children’s 

picture book based on your 

novel, OR a 10-15 cell comic 

strip. 

Draw or include pictures that 

illustrate the most important 

events in the book, and be sure 

to include events from the 

Introduction, Rising Action, 

Climax, Falling Action, and 

Resolution. 

(50 Points) 

Diary 
Write a diary that one of the story’s 

main characters might have kept 

before, during, and after the book’s 

events. 

The diary should contain at least 10 

entries.  Each entry should be a 

minimum of two paragraphs.  

Explain why the character would write 

this entry. (4-5 sentences) 

Keep in mind that a diary is a place 

where someone would write his or her 

deepest emotions. 

This should be made to look like an 

actual book. 

(50 Points) 

Symbols 
Create a poster or digital 

collection of 10 objects or 

symbols to represent the book. 

These can be drawings, 

photographs, or clip art, or you 

can compile them into a Prezi or 

PowerPoint. 

Using complete sentences, 

explain what EACH object or 

symbol represents, and how it is 

important to the book.  Each 

explanation should be at least 4-5 

sentences in length. 

(50 Points) 

Timeline 
 

Create a timeline of 20 events 

from the book.  Be sure to 

choose some from the 

beginning, middle, and end of 

the story. 

 

Include an illustration and 

caption for EACH event, and 

an explanation stating why you 

chose that event. (Each caption 

should be at least 4-5 complete 

sentences) 

 

(50 Points) 

 

Optional Extra Credit  

• Create a dictionary containing 15 difficult words from the book. 
o Include a complete definition and source of that definition, and the part of speech. 

(10 points) 
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SUMMER READING  

PROJECT SUCCESS CHECKLIST 

 

Use this list to ensure that you check your conventions. 

 

 

o Correct capitalization at the beginning of sentences, proper nouns, and titles 
 

o Clear paragraphs using indents 
 

o Proper punctuation in the middle and end of sentences 
 

o Transition words to separate opinions/claims, justification, and text evidence 
 

o Quotation marks for direct quotes  
 

o Use one verb tense throughout my writing 
 

o Use a dictionary to check spelling 
 

o Use a thesaurus to include sophisticated vocabulary 
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Fiction Rubric 

 

 Advanced (90% +) Proficient (76-89%) Basic (75% or below) 

Knowledge 
of Story 
Elements  
(25 points) 
Sections:  
1 and 3 

From the book, the final project 
shares: (22-25 points) 
-Interesting and important 
details  
-Setting   
-Characters  
-Conflicts from plot 
-Theme/Message   

From the book, the final project 
shares: (18-21 points) 
-Interesting and important 
details for three of the required 
story elements 
-Provides only simple/vague 
information about two or more 
of the required story elements. 

From the book, the final project 
shares: (17 points or below) 
-Interesting and important details 
about one of the required story 
elements  
-Provides only simple information 
about three or fewer of the 
required story elements. 

Textual 
Evidence/ 
Explanation 
(25 points) 
Sections:  
2 and 3 

Student creates project using:  
(22-25 points) 
-Relevant textual evidence to 
explain and support their 
choices.   
-Clear connection between the 
textual evidence and their key 
ideas.   
-Clear analysis that is related to 
the story. 
 

Student creates project using:  
(18-21 points) 
-Some relevant textual evidence 
to explain and support their 
choices.   
-Some textual evidence may be 
irrelevant, or there is not a clear 
connection between all textual 
evidence and the student’s key 
ideas.   
-Analysis is somewhat related to 
the story.  

Student creates project with: 
(17 points or below) 
-Very little or no textual evidence 
to support their choices.   
-Connections between book and 
project are unclear.  
-Irrelevant information interferes 
with the student’s analysis of the 
text. 
 

Title, 
Author, 
Genre, 
Setting and 
Summary  
(20 points) 
Sections: 
1 and 3 

Project includes: (18-20 points) 
-Title 
-Author of book,  
-Specific genre,  
-Setting of the text (time and 
place) 
-Clear, concise summary. 
 

Project includes: (14-17 points) 
-Most identifying information 
about the book,  
-Missing one item.   
-Summary includes some parts of 
plot. 
 

(13 points or below) 
-More than one piece of 
identifying information about the 
text is missing.   
-Summary is brief  
-Does not include enough parts 
of plot. 
 

Reflection 
(20 points) 
Sections: 
2 and 3 

(18-20 points) 
-Reveals clear and consistent 
evidence of personal thinking 
about the assigned reading  
-Shows the assigned text 
application to other 

(14-17 points) 
-Shows some evidence of 
personal thinking about the 
assigned reading  
-Shows some application to other 
subjects/ texts/ experiences.   

(13 points or below) 
-Shows very little evidence of 
personal thinking about the 
assigned reading  
-Shows little application to other 
subjects/ texts/ experiences.   
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subjects/texts/experiences   
-Reveals a meaningful and 
thoughtful level of inferential 
thinking. 
 
 
 
 
 

-Writing reveals some attempt at 
a thoughtful level of thinking, 
mostly “right there” thinking. 

-Writing rarely reveals an 
attempt at thoughtful thinking. 
 

Neatness/ 
Creativity/ 
Grammar/ 
Spelling 
(10 points) 
Sections: 1, 
2 and 3  

(9-10 points) 
-Demonstrates critical thought 
and it seems professional;  
-Original ideas readers and 
viewers are astounded by the 
creativity. 
-Wow! “I never would have 
thought of that” while viewing 
the presentation.  
-Sophisticated Sentence 
construction (short and long; 
simple, compound, complex 
compound-complex-) 
-Flawless spelling and grammar  
-Rich vocabulary 
-Typed (if applicable).  

 

(7-8 points) 
-Evidence of some creative and 
critical thought present.  
-Some creativity in presentation. 
Readers and viewers would say, 
“That’s nice. I’ve seen that 
before.” 
-Decent effort in presentation. 
-Some different sentence lengths 
and types correct sentence 
construction; 
-Few errors in grammar/spelling.  
-Occasional use of rich 
vocabulary.  
-Typed (if applicable).  
 

(6 points or below) 
-Contains one or two creative 
ideas.  
-Very little effort or creativity in 
presentation.  
-Decent effort in presentation. 
-Many errors in sentence 
construction. 
-Many errors in spelling and 
punctuation; incorrect grammar 
-Lacks rich vocabulary 
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Nonfiction Rubric 

 

 Advanced (90% +) Proficient (76-89%) Basic (75% or below) 

Knowledge 

of Story 

Elements  

(25 points) 

Sections: 1 

and 3 

From the book, the final 

project: (22-25 points) 

 

-Clearly states the topic of 

the book.   

-more than 5 major details 

and supporting evidence for 

each major detail.  

 

From the book, the final 

project: (18-21 points) 

 

-Clearly states the topic of the 

book  

-3 - 5 major details and some 

supporting evidence. 

 

From the book, the final 

project: (17 points or below) 

-States the topic of the book.    

-Less than 3 major details and 

little supporting evidence for 

the major details.   

-Or lacks any supporting 

evidence for the major details. 

 

Textual 

Evidence/ 

Explanation 

(25 points) 

Sections: 2 

and 3 

Student creates project 

using:  

(22-25 points) 

 

-Relevant textual evidence to 

explain and support their 

choices.   

-There is a clear connection 

between the textual evidence 

and the major details.   

 

Student creates project using: 

(18-21 points) 

 

-Some relevant textual 

evidence to explain and 

support their choices.   

-Some textual evidence may 

be irrelevant, or there is not a 

clear connection between all 

textual evidence and the 

student’s major details.   

 

Student creates project with: 

(17 points or below) 

-Very little or no textual 

evidence to support their 

choices.   

-Connections between book 

and project are 

unclear.  Irrelevant information 

interferes with the student’s 

analysis of the text. 

 

Title, 

Author, 

Genre, 

Setting and 

Summary  

(20 points) 

Sections: 

1 and 3 

Project includes: (18-20 

points) 

-Title 

-Author of book,  

-Specific genre,  

-Setting of the text (time and 

place) 

-Clear, concise summary. 

 

Project includes:  

(14-17 points) 

-Most identifying information 

about the book,  

-Missing one item.   

-Summary includes some 

parts of plot. 

 

(13 points or below) 

 

-More than one piece of 

identifying information about 

the text is missing.   

-Summary is brief  

-Does not include enough parts 

of plot. 
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Reflection 

(20 points) 

Sections:  

2 and 3 

(18-20 points) 

-Reveals clear and consistent 

evidence of personal 

thinking about the assigned 

reading  

-Shows the assigned text 

application to other 

subjects/texts/experiences   

-Reveals a meaningful and 

thoughtful level of 

inferential thinking. 

(14-17 points) 

-Shows some evidence of 

personal thinking about the 

assigned reading  

-Shows some application to 

other subjects/ texts/ 

experiences.   

-Writing reveals some attempt 

at a thoughtful level of 

thinking, mostly “right there” 

thinking. 

(13 points or below) 

-Shows very little evidence of 

personal thinking about the 

assigned reading  

-Shows little application to 

other subjects/ texts/ 

experiences.   

-Writing rarely reveals an 

attempt at thoughtful thinking. 

 

Neatness/ 

Creativity/ 

Grammar/ 

Spelling 

(10 points)  

Sections: 1, 

2 and 3 

(9-10 points) 

-Demonstrates critical 

thought and it seems 

professional;  

-Original ideas readers and 

viewers are astounded by the 

creativity. 

-Wow! “I never would have 

thought of that” while 

viewing the presentation.  

-Sentence construction 

sophisticated and different in 

length (short and long; 

simple, compound, complex) 

-Flawless spelling and 

grammar  

-Rich vocabulary 

-Typed (if applicable).  

 

(7-8 points) 

-Evidence of some creative 

and critical thought present.  

-Some creativity in 

presentation. Readers and 

viewers would say, “That’s 

nice. I’ve seen that before.” 

-Decent effort in presentation. 

-Some different sentence 

lengths and types correct 

sentence construction; 

-Few errors in 

grammar/spelling.  

-Occasional use of rich 

vocabulary.  

-Typed (if applicable).  

 

 

(6 points or below) 

-Contains one or two creative 

ideas.  

-Very little effort or creativity 

in presentation.  

-Decent  

Effort in presentation. 

-Many errors in sentence 

construction. 

-Many errors in spelling and 

punctuation; incorrect 

grammar 

-Lacks rich vocabulary 

-Not typed (if applicable) 

 

 

  


