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Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students,  

One of our school’s primary goals is to create a lifelong love of reading.  Reading throughout the 
summer gives students an opportunity to practice literacy skills. 

For the summer reading assignment, every student is required to read three books and complete a 
project for each book.  Students must choose three books from the list attached.  They also have a choice of 
one project for each book.  Attached are the project choices and rubrics.   

The project will count as your first project grade for Quarter 1.  

o 8th grade is due on August 30th  
Plagiarism is not permitted in term papers, themes, essays, reports, images, take-home examinations, and 
other academic work. You will receive a 0 for each assignment, an in school parent meeting, and an 
extended administrative consequence if you are found plagiarizing. 

● Plagiarism is defined as stealing or using any ideas of another person, or in any way 
presenting the work of another person as one’s own.  This includes: 

o  Taking any portion of text or images/pictures from any online source, book, article, 
etc. 

o Reading another person’s (friend or classmate) work and writing, paraphrasing or 
using his/her words or ideas.  

Here’s how to get started: 

● Review the required reading list for your grade level.  
● Go to the local library, the Public Library, order online, or a local bookstore to find the books.  You can 

also download books on your E-readers: iBooks, Google Play, Nook, or on your Kindle.  Audio books 
are acceptable.  

● Review the assignment requirements.  
● Read three books from your grade list.  Use post-it notes or a notebook to record notes.  This will help 

you complete the project.   
● Complete the entire assignment including the mandatory sections, and compare your work with the 

appropriate rubric to be sure you have met all the requirements.  
o Bring the three completed assignments when you return to school on:  

o 8th grade is due on August 30th   
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This information can be found on our website, and in our CQA Main Office.  
Contact  
Mrs. Keneshia Maxwell: keneshia.mcdonald@centralqueensacademy.org,  
Mr. Glenn Completa glenn.completa@centralqueensacademy.org,  
Ms. Geraldine Moise geraldinemoise@centralqueensacademy.org,  and/or  
CQA South Main Office for any questions as it relates to your Summer Reading assignment.  
 
Enjoy some great books this summer!  

 

 

 
 
Read three books from the list.  Use post-it notes or a notebook to record notes.  This will help you complete 
the project.  

8th Grade 
1. The Haters by Jesse Andrews 
2. The Trouble In Me by Jack Gantos 
3. The Boys Who Challenged Hitler by Phillip  Hoose 
4. Dumplin’ by Julie Murphie 
5. Flawed by Cecelia Ahern 
6. The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien 
7. Fangirl by Rainbow Rowell 
8.  One Fat Summer by Robert Lipsyte 
9. The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton 

 
 

8th Grade BOOK SUMMARIES 
 

The Haters by Jesse Andrews 
The Haters is Jesse Andrews’s road trip adventure about a trio of jazz-camp escapees 
who, against every realistic expectation, become a band.  
  
For Wes and his best friend, Corey, jazz camp turns out to be lame. It’s pretty much all 
dudes talking in Jazz Voice. But then they jam with Ash, a charismatic girl with an 
unusual sound, and the three just click. It’s three and a half hours of pure musical 
magic, and Ash makes a decision: They need to hit the road. Because the road, not 
summer camp, is where bands get good. Before Wes and Corey know it, they’re in 
Ash’s SUV heading south, and The Haters Summer of Hate Tour has begun. 
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The Trouble In Me by Jack Gantos 
 
This fiery autobiographical novel captures a pivotal week or two in the life of 
fourteen-year-old Jack Gantos, as the author reveals the moment he began to slide off 
track as a kid who in just a few years would find himself locked up in a federal 
penitentiary for the crimes portrayed in the memoir Hole in My Life. Set in the Fort 
Lauderdale neighborhood of his family's latest rental home, The Trouble in Me opens 
with an explosive encounter in which Jack first meets his awesomely rebellious older 
neighbor, Gary Pagoda, just back from juvie for car theft. Instantly mesmerized, Jack 
decides he will do whatever it takes to be like Gary. As a follower, Jack is eager to leave 
his old self behind, and desperate for whatever crazy, hilarious, frightening thing might 
happen next. But he may not be as ready as he thinks when the trouble in him comes 
blazing to life. 
 

 
 

The Boys Who Challenged Hitler by Phillip Hoose. 
At the outset of World War II, Denmark did not resist German occupation. Deeply 
ashamed of his nation's leaders, fifteen-year-old Knud Pedersen resolved with his 
brother and a handful of schoolmates to take action against the Nazis if the adults 
would not. Naming their secret club after the fiery British leader, the young patriots in 
the Churchill Club committed countless acts of sabotage, infuriating the Germans, who 
eventually had the boys tracked down and arrested. But their efforts were not in vain: 
the boys' exploits and eventual imprisonment helped spark a full-blown Danish 
resistance. Interweaving his own narrative with the recollections of Knud himself, here 
is Phillip Hoose's inspiring story of these young war heroes. 
 

 
Dumplin’ by Julie Murphie 
 
Dubbed “Dumplin’” by her former beauty queen mom, Willowdean has always been at home 
in her own skin. Her thoughts on having the ultimate bikini body? Put a bikini on your body. 
With her all-American beauty best friend, Ellen, by her side, things have always 
worked...until Will takes a job at Harpy’s, the local fast-food joint. There she meets Private 
School Bo, a hot former jock. Will isn’t surprised to find herself attracted to Bo. But she is 
surprised when he seems to like her back.  

Instead of finding new heights of self-assurance in her relationship with Bo, Will starts to 
doubt herself. So she sets out to take back her confidence by doing the most horrifying thing 

she can imagine: entering the Miss Clover City beauty pageant—along with several other unlikely candidates—to 
show the world that she deserves to be up there as much as any girl does. Along the way, she’ll shock the hell out 
of Clover City—and maybe herself most of all. 
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Flawed by Cecelia Ahern 
Celestine North lives a perfect life. She's a model daughter and sister, she's well-liked by her 
classmates and teachers, and she's dating the impossibly charming Art Crevan. 

But then Celestine encounters a situation in which she makes an instinctive decision. She breaks 
a rule and now faces life-changing repercussions. She could be imprisoned. She could be 
branded. She could be found FLAWED. 

In her breathtaking young adult debut, bestselling author Cecelia Ahern depicts a society in which 
perfection is paramount and flaws are punished. And where one young woman decides to take a 

stand that could cost her everything. 
 

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien 
If you care for journeys there and back, out of the comfortable Western world, over the 
edge of the Wild, and home again, and can take an interest in a humble hero (blessed 
with a little wisdom and a little courage and considerable good luck), here is a record of 
such a journey and such a traveler. The period is the ancient time between the age of 
Faerie and the dominion of men, when the famous forest of Mirkwood was still standing, 
and the mountains were full of danger. 
 
In following the path of this humble adventurer, you will learn by the way (as he did) -- if 
you do not already know all about these things -- much about trolls, goblins, dwarves, 
and elves, and get some glimpses into the history and politics of a neglected but 

important period. For Mr. Bilbo Baggins visited various notable persons; conversed with the dragon, Smaug the 
Magnificent; and was present, rather unwillingly, at the Battle of the Five Armies. This is all the more remarkable, 
since he was a hobbit.  
 
 

Fangirl by Rainbow Rowell 
Cath is a Simon Snow fan. Okay, the whole world is a Simon Snow fan, but for Cath, 
being a fan is her life--and she's really good at it. She and her twin sister, Wren, 
ensconced themselves in the Simon Snow series when they were just kids; it's what 
got them through their mother leaving. 
 
Reading. Rereading. Hanging out in Simon Snow forums, writing Simon Snow fan 
fiction, dressing up like the characters for every movie premiere. 
 
Cath's sister has mostly grown away from fandom, but Cath can't let go. She doesn't 
want to. Now that they're going to college, Wren has told Cath she doesn't want to be 
roommates. Cath is on her own, completely outside of her comfort zone. She's got a 
surly roommate with a charming, always-around boyfriend, a fiction-writing professor 

who thinks fan fiction is the end of the civilized world, a handsome classmate who only wants to talk about words . . . And 
she can't stop worrying about her dad, who's loving and fragile and has never really been alone. For Cath, the question is: 
Can she do this?  
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One Fat Summer by Robert Lypsite 
For Bobby Marks, summer does not equal fun. 
 
While most people are happy to take off their heavy jackets and long pants, Bobby can't even 
button his jeans or reach over his belly to touch his toes. Spending the summer at Rumson 
Lake is sheer torture. 
This particular summer promises to be worse than usual. His parents can't stop fighting. His 
best friend, Joanie, goes home to New York City and won't tell him why. Dr. Kahn, a rich, 
stingy estate owner who hires him to manage an enormous lawn, is working him to death. And 
to top it off, a local bully won't stop torturing him. 
 
Bobby is about to find out just how terrifying and exhilarating one fat summer can be. 
 

 
 

 
The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton 
No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure that he's got things 
figured out. He knows that he can count on his brothers, Darry and Sodapop. And he 
knows that he can count on his friends—true friends who would do anything for him, 
like Johnny and Two-Bit. But not on much else besides trouble with the Socs, a 
vicious gang of rich kids whose idea of a good time is beating up on “greasers” like 
Ponyboy. At least he knows what to expect—until the night someone takes things too 
far. 

 
 
 

THERE ARE THREE COMPONENTS TO COMPLETE FOR EACH BOOK 
  
Complete the entire assignment including the mandatory sections, and compare your work with the appropriate 
rubric to be sure you have met all the requirements.  

You will receive a 0 for each assignment, an in school parent meeting, and an extended administrative 
consequence if you are found plagiarizing 

 
Summer Reading Project Components:   

Section I: Summary & Components- 30 Points 
All projects must include: 

• Title 
• Author 
• Genre 
• Setting (time and place) 
• One paragraph summary explaining what the book is about. 

(20 points) 
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***Neatness, Creativity, Clarity of Ideas, and Grammar/Spelling count! 

(10 points) 
 
Section II: Reflection- 20 Points 

You will receive a 0 for each assignment, an in school parent meeting, and an extended administrative 
consequence if you are found plagiarizing 

• Write at least 2 paragraphs that reflect on the novel. 
• You may use the following ideas to get you started: 

o This book made me wish …; realize …; decide …; wonder …; see …; believe …; feel 
…; hope ... 

(20 points) 
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Section III: Project Menu Choice- 50 Points 
You may choose any one of the following menu items to complete Section 3. You must use a different project 
choice per book. USE YOUR CREATIVITY! PRESENTATION COUNTS!  
You will receive a 0 for each assignment, an in school parent meeting, and an extended administrative 
consequence if you are found plagiarizing 

Soundtrack 
Create a “soundtrack” for the book. 
 What 5 songs would you choose? 
Give 3-5 sentences of explanation for 
why you chose EACH song and how it 
connects to the events or characters in 
the book. 
Include the title, artist, and lyrics for 
each song. 
Include a music video for one song.  
Create a dance to accompany one 
song. 

(50 Points) 

Book Talk 
In a PowerPoint, Prezi, or video 
presentation, create a book talk 
that explains what the book is 
about, the theme, and the author. 
Use pictures and/or video clips 
that accurately summarize the 
most important parts of the story, 
and be sure to include events 
from the Introduction, Rising 
Action, Climax, Falling Action, 
and Resolution. 

(50 Points) 

Children’s Book/Comic 
Strip 

Create a 10-15 page children’s 
picture book based on your 
novel, OR a 10-15 cell comic 
strip. 
Draw or include pictures that 
illustrate the most important 
events in the book, and be sure 
to include events from the 
Introduction, Rising Action, 
Climax, Falling Action, and 
Resolution. 

(50 Points) 
Diary 

Write a diary that one of the story’s 
main characters might have kept 
before, during, and after the book’s 
events. 
The diary should contain at least 10 
entries.  Each entry should be a 
minimum of two paragraphs.  
Explain why the character would write 
this entry. (4-5 sentences) 
Keep in mind that a diary is a place 
where someone would write his or her 
deepest emotions. 
This should be made to look like an 
actual book. 

(50 Points) 

Symbols 
Create a poster or digital 
collection of 10 objects or 
symbols to represent the book. 
These can be drawings, 
photographs, or clip art, or you 
can compile them into a Prezi or 
PowerPoint. 
Using complete sentences, 
explain what EACH object or 
symbol represents, and how it is 
important to the book.  Each 
explanation should be at least 4-5 
sentences in length. 

(50 Points) 

Timeline 
 
Create a timeline of 20 events 
from the book.  Be sure to 
choose some from the 
beginning, middle, and end of 
the story. 
 
Include an illustration and 
caption for EACH event, and 
an explanation stating why 
you chose that event. (Each 
caption should be at least 4-5 
complete sentences) 
 

(50 Points) 
 

Optional Extra Credit  
You will receive a 0 for each assignment, an in school parent meeting, and an extended administrative 
consequence if you are found plagiarizing 

• Create a dictionary containing 15 difficult words from the book. 
o Include a complete definition and source of that definition, and the part of speech. 

(10 points) 
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SUMMER READING  
PROJECT SUCCESS CHECKLIST 
 
Use this list to ensure that you check your conventions. 
 
 

o Correct capitalization at the beginning of sentences, proper nouns, and titles 
 

o Clear paragraphs using indents 
 

o Proper punctuation in the middle and end of sentences 
 

o Transition words to separate opinions/claims, justification, and text evidence 
 

o Quotation marks for direct quotes  
 

o Use one verb tense throughout my writing 
 

o Use a dictionary to check spelling 
 

o Use a thesaurus to include sophisticated vocabulary 
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Fiction Rubric 
Any plagiarism the assignment receives a 0 

Create original work 
 Advanced (90% +) Proficient (76-89%) Basic (75% or below) 

Knowledge 
of Story 
Elements  
(25 points) 
Sections:  
1 and 3 

From the book, the final project 
shares: (22-25 points) 
-Interesting and important 
details  
-Setting   
-Characters  
-Conflicts from plot 
-Theme/Message   

From the book, the final project 
shares: (18-21 points) 
-Interesting and important details 
for three of the required story 
elements 
-Provides only simple/vague 
information about two or more 
of the required story elements. 

From the book, the final project 
shares: (17 points or below) 
-Interesting and important details 
about one of the required story 
elements  
-Provides only simple information 
about three or fewer of the 
required story elements. 

Textual 
Evidence/ 
Explanation 
(25 points) 
Sections:  
2 and 3 

Student creates project using:  
(22-25 points) 
-Relevant textual evidence to 
explain and support their 
choices.   
-Clear connection between the 
textual evidence and their key 
ideas.   
-Clear analysis that is related to 
the story. 
 

Student creates project using:  
(18-21 points) 
-Some relevant textual evidence 
to explain and support their 
choices.   
-Some textual evidence may be 
irrelevant, or there is not a clear 
connection between all textual 
evidence and the student’s key 
ideas.   
-Analysis is somewhat related to 
the story.  

Student creates project with: 
(17 points or below) 
-Very little or no textual evidence 
to support their choices.   
-Connections between book and 
project are unclear.  
-Irrelevant information interferes 
with the student’s analysis of the 
text. 
 

Title, 
Author, 
Genre, 
Setting and 
Summary  
(20 points) 
Sections: 
1 and 3 

Project includes: (18-20 points) 
-Title 
-Author of book,  
-Specific genre,  
-Setting of the text (time and 
place) 
-Clear, concise summary. 
 

Project includes: (14-17 points) 
-Most identifying information 
about the book,  
-Missing one item.   
-Summary includes some parts of 
plot. 
 

(13 points or below) 
-More than one piece of 
identifying information about the 
text is missing.   
-Summary is brief  
-Does not include enough parts 
of plot. 
 

Reflection 
(20 points) 
Sections: 
2 and 3 

(18-20 points) 
-Reveals clear and consistent 
evidence of personal thinking 
about the assigned reading  
-Shows the assigned text 
application to other 
subjects/texts/experiences   
-Reveals a meaningful and 
thoughtful level of inferential 
thinking. 
 

(14-17 points) 
-Shows some evidence of 
personal thinking about the 
assigned reading  
-Shows some application to other 
subjects/ texts/ experiences.   
-Writing reveals some attempt at 
a thoughtful level of thinking, 
mostly “right there” thinking. 

(13 points or below) 
-Shows very little evidence of 
personal thinking about the 
assigned reading  
-Shows little application to other 
subjects/ texts/ experiences.   
-Writing rarely reveals an 
attempt at thoughtful thinking. 
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Neatness/ 
Creativity/ 
Grammar/ 
Spelling 
(10 points) 
Sections: 1, 
2 and 3  

(9-10 points) 
-Demonstrates critical thought 
and it seems professional;  
-Original ideas readers and 
viewers are astounded by the 
creativity. 
-Wow! “I never would have 
thought of that” while viewing 
the presentation.  
-Sophisticated Sentence 
construction (short and long; 
simple, compound, complex 
compound-complex-) 
-Flawless spelling and grammar  
-Rich vocabulary 
-Typed (if applicable).  

 

(7-8 points) 
-Evidence of some creative and 
critical thought present.  
-Some creativity in presentation. 
Readers and viewers would say, 
“That’s nice. I’ve seen that 
before.” 
-Decent effort in presentation. 
-Some different sentence lengths 
and types correct sentence 
construction; 
-Few errors in grammar/spelling.  
-Occasional use of rich 
vocabulary.  
-Typed (if applicable).  
 

(6 points or below) 
-Contains one or two creative 
ideas.  
-Very little effort or creativity in 
presentation.  
-Decent effort in presentation. 
-Many errors in sentence 
construction. 
-Many errors in spelling and 
punctuation; incorrect grammar 
-Lacks rich vocabulary 
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Nonfiction Rubric 

Any plagiarism the assignment receives a 0 
Create original work 

 Advanced (90% +) Proficient (76-89%) Basic (75% or below) 

Knowledge 
of Story 
Elements  
(25 points) 
Sections: 1 
and 3 

From the book, the final 
project: (22-25 points) 
 
-Clearly states the topic of 
the book.   
-more than 5 major details 
and supporting evidence for 
each major detail.  
 

From the book, the final 
project: (18-21 points) 
 
-Clearly states the topic of the 
book  
-3 - 5 major details and some 
supporting evidence. 
 

From the book, the final 
project: (17 points or below) 
-States the topic of the book.    
-Less than 3 major details and 
little supporting evidence for 
the major details.   
-Or lacks any supporting 
evidence for the major details. 
 

Textual 
Evidence/ 
Explanation 
(25 points) 
Sections: 2 
and 3 

Student creates project 
using:  
(22-25 points) 
 
-Relevant textual evidence to 
explain and support their 
choices.   
-There is a clear connection 
between the textual evidence 
and the major details.   
 

Student creates project using: 
(18-21 points) 
 
-Some relevant textual 
evidence to explain and 
support their choices.   
-Some textual evidence may 
be irrelevant, or there is not a 
clear connection between all 
textual evidence and the 
student’s major details.   
 

Student creates project with: 
(17 points or below) 
-Very little or no textual 
evidence to support their 
choices.   
-Connections between book 
and project are unclear. 
 Irrelevant information 
interferes with the student’s 
analysis of the text. 
 

Title, 
Author, 
Genre, 
Setting and 
Summary  
(20 points) 
Sections: 
1 and 3 

Project includes: (18-20 
points) 
-Title 
-Author of book,  
-Specific genre,  
-Setting of the text (time and 
place) 
-Clear, concise summary. 
 

Project includes:  
(14-17 points) 
-Most identifying information 
about the book,  
-Missing one item.   
-Summary includes some 
parts of plot. 
 

(13 points or below) 
 
-More than one piece of 
identifying information about 
the text is missing.   
-Summary is brief  
-Does not include enough parts 
of plot. 
 

Reflection 
(20 points) 
Sections:  
2 and 3 

(18-20 points) 
-Reveals clear and consistent 
evidence of personal 
thinking about the assigned 
reading  
-Shows the assigned text 

(14-17 points) 
-Shows some evidence of 
personal thinking about the 
assigned reading  
-Shows some application to 
other subjects/ texts/ 

(13 points or below) 
-Shows very little evidence of 
personal thinking about the 
assigned reading  
-Shows little application to 
other subjects/ texts/ 
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application to other 
subjects/texts/experiences   
-Reveals a meaningful and 
thoughtful level of 
inferential thinking. 

experiences.   
-Writing reveals some attempt 
at a thoughtful level of 
thinking, mostly “right there” 
thinking. 

experiences.   
-Writing rarely reveals an 
attempt at thoughtful thinking. 
 

Neatness/ 
Creativity/ 
Grammar/ 
Spelling 
(10 points)  
Sections: 1, 
2 and 3 

(9-10 points) 
-Demonstrates critical 
thought and it seems 
professional;  
-Original ideas readers and 
viewers are astounded by the 
creativity. 
-Wow! “I never would have 
thought of that” while 
viewing the presentation.  
-Sentence construction 
sophisticated and different in 
length (short and long; 
simple, compound, complex) 
-Flawless spelling and 
grammar  
-Rich vocabulary 
-Typed (if applicable).  
 

(7-8 points) 
-Evidence of some creative 
and critical thought present.  
-Some creativity in 
presentation. Readers and 
viewers would say, “That’s 
nice. I’ve seen that before.” 
-Decent effort in presentation. 
-Some different sentence 
lengths and types correct 
sentence construction; 
-Few errors in 
grammar/spelling.  
-Occasional use of rich 
vocabulary.  
-Typed (if applicable).  
 
 

(6 points or below) 
-Contains one or two creative 
ideas.  
-Very little effort or creativity 
in presentation.  
-Decent  
-Effort in presentation. 
-Many errors in sentence 
construction. 
-Many errors in spelling and 
punctuation; incorrect 
grammar 
-Lacks rich vocabulary 
-Not typed (if applicable) 
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