
  

 Hello Everyone,  

Two quotes will drive my message for 
this final quarter: 

 “There is no substitute for hard work.” 
-Thomas Edison 

 “Watch your thoughts; they become 
words. Watch your words; they become 
actions. Watch your actions; they 
become habits. Watch your habits; they 
become character. Watch your 
character; it becomes your destiny.” 

-Unknown 

The past months have been filled with 
much learning and academic 
achievement, the strengthening of our 
school community, and modeling for the 
development of individual character for 
our scholars.  While I have seen scholars 
grow and evolve this year; the year is 
not over yet.  The 4th Quarter is here 
and we are in the final leg of the race. 

Our scholars appeared to have put their 
well learned strategies to good use on 
the ELA state exams and the Math 
exams are approaching rapidly. The 
state exams, however, are not our finish 
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line. There is still so much to learn and 
much room for growth and 
improvement.  This is the time where 
we get to see much of the year’s hard 
work in action.  

 If we keep the two quotes I have 
mentioned in mind then: 

 One must always work for what 
they want 

 Hard work will pay off 

 Treat others how you would like 
to be treated 

 Be the person the person you 
want others to remember 

 actively participate  

 tell the teacher if they need 
help or don’t understand 

 Let’s hold hands and cross the finish 
line together while remembering to 
keep academics first, working as a 
community, and demonstrating our best 
character. 

Be well,   Ms. Martell        

Important Dates 

 5.2-5.4 
Math State Exams 

 Week of 5.1 Teacher 
Appreciation Week 

 Family Day 5.6 at 
the South Campus 
(Myrtle Ave) 

 Week of 5.8  
Spirit Week 

 Memorial Day 5.29 
No School  
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       As we approached spring it’s a 
great time to talk about new 
beginnings. At this time of the year, 
scholars are more than half-way 
through their current grade are able to 
reflect on how things have been going. 
We all need to reflect.  What has 
worked; what hasn't.  What do I need to 
remember to do again or what needs to 
be tweaked a bit.  I like to ask the 
scholars what they feel has worked for 
them and what they have liked. In 
Advisory, we spoke about academic 
goal reflections. With the help of their 
Advisors, scholars reflected on 
themselves on how they have improved 

or not improved academically. This was a 
great way for scholars to mentally 
process learning experiences, identify 
what they learned, modify their 
understanding based on new information 
and experiences, and transfer their 
learning to other classes. The more 
reflective you are, the more effective you 
are!! 

-Ms. Arias

 

 

 

  

Spring is in the air…dress appropriately 

and make sure to take precautions for 

allergies. 

     Pr incipa l        Mr.  Kapadia  

Ass is tant  Pr incipa l  Ms.  Marte l l  

School Choice… 
We are CQA Scholars 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

OMMUNITY – CQA gives back… 

Community Outreach provided survival kits for scholars during the ELA sate exams… 

Beautifying the community through art… 



UALITY of CHARACTER 

 A group of diligent 6th graders worked during their free time both at school and at home to 

create their very own newsletter.  Their 1st edition was a hit!   

CQA values… North News 

  Final author's note from the CQA times scholar staff 1st edition 
The state test is a big deal but guys, “You got this!”  You have been preparing for this moment. You 

guys are amazing and your teachers are all proud of you. We know you can do this. Pace yourself use 

every single skill that you have learned. We as students know that we all have learned enough to get 

a 100% (4) on this test. You got this we all know you do, now make yourselves and your teachers 

proud. Good luck (not that you will need it because you rock!). Just believe in yourself and you can 

accomplish anything you set your mind too! We wish you success and Academic Achievement so use 

all your strategies. If the state tests have already finished we know you will all have passed 

because you followed our advice and did your very best. Since the ElA test finished, rock your math 

test! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

CQA values… 

  

CADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT-strive for excellence 
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6th gr Math Madness & Success in 
both 5th & 6th gr IDS 

      Math Madness       

 Congratulations from Mrs. Lanning and Mrs. 
Magnusson to all sections of the 5th grade on their 
completion of the NYS ELA exam! All scholars 
worked very hard, used all of their strategies that 
they learned throughout the year, and took their 
time. We are looking forward to seeing the success 
of their hard work. As we move forward with the 
remainder of the year we are going to explore the 
positive impact athletes can have on society and 
examine how everyday people can become heroes 
in their community and make positive change.  
 
In Mr. Calhoun's class we are starting our third 
novel Dragonwings by Laurence Yep.  We are 
studying how an author uses his or her own life 
experiences in order to influence how they write 
whatever it is they are writing.  This unit will wrap up 
with a study of the 1906 San Francisco earthquake 
and the scholars will write from the perspective of 
someone who was alive during that time period.  We 
are continuing to develop all of the reading and 
writing skills in order to be prepared for seventh 
grade.  
 
Mr. Calhoun, Ms. Ratchford and Mr. Dujmovic would 
like to congratulate the 6th Grade on successfully 
completing the State ELA Exam last month. 
Scholars worked very hard in preparing for the 
exam during the 3rd Quarter and we look forward to 
an even stronger last quarter at CQA!  
 
 
 

Students participated in the “Candy King” activity 

where they explained why Americans were upset 

with British tax laws, such as the Stamp Act, 

after the French and Indian War. They also 

identified tactics that colonials used to 

demonstrate their displeasure with these taxes.   

The candy was used as money and scholars 

acted as  

a king, members of Parliament, and tax 

collectors.  Parliament created new tax law and 

how much each student had to pay to the tax 

collectors.  The next couple of weeks will focus 

on the Constitution and three branches of 

government to get ready for the Civil War.  
 
 
 
In 3rd Quarter, 5th grade mathematicians were 
working super hard to finish tackling the last few 
standards in math and power through an intense 
test prep unit in order to slam the State Test in May! 

After the state test, we will dive into a fun unit on 
probability where students will engage in some 
rigorous math standards through group work, hands 
on experiences, projects, and games!  
 
(See the awesome volcanoes that the 5th grade 
created) The 5th gr is back on planet Earth after 
studying the solar system 
 
Sixth grade science could probably make the 5th 
grade projects erupt as they are exploring the 
periodic table and working on chemistry. 
 
 
 
 
From the outside looking in both 5th and 6th grade 
are focused on rocking the state exams. Teachers 
and scholars are putting in extra effort during 
lunchtime tutoring and office hours. A handful of 
scholars invited to spring break tutoring based on 
data. 
 
 
Scholars are gearing up for the NYSESLAT exam 
and strengthening their communication skills! 
 
 
 
The 6th graders learned all about Ancient Greece in 
the 3r Quarter and have now traveled to Rome.  
They will soon begin an exciting project! 

  

ELA Excitement 

North News    Classroom Updates… 

 
 

FROM THE OUTSIDE LOOKING IN: 

 April 29th, 2017 is Enrollment day for siblings accepted 

for the 2017-2018 school year 

 Classes start at 8:20am for the 6th grade and at 8:30am for the 

5th grade. Make sure your scholar is on time every day 

 If your scholar is absent, it is your responsibility to call and 

let the school know, you must also send a note the next day.  

 If there is any change in dismissal, please send a note with the 

scholar.  

 If there is any change to the parent's contact information 

please let the school know as soon as possible. We want to 

make sure that in any case of emergency we are able to reach 

you. 

 Feel free to also email me 

katherinne.castillo@centralqueensacademy.org 

 

Scintillating Science 

Sweet 5TH GR Social Studies 

6TH GR Social Studies 

Intervention 
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Pi Day competition & celebration 

Bingo and an UNO tournament.  You had to be there live for the Lip Sync Battle! 

  

Winding on after ELA state exams 

Scholars competed to see who could memorize the most numbers in Pi and then celebrated with 
apple pies and pizza pies.  Scholars stood by the number they memorized. 

  

 


