
Note from Mr. Liebeck
Hello families,

I can’t believe that the third quarter has come and 

gone already here at the CQA South campus. Our 

7th graders have grown so much as learners and 

they are reaching new heights- literally.  Many of 

them are now towering over me in the hallway! 

The eighth graders are busy preparing for their 

upcoming Earth Science Regents and getting 

ready to transition to high school.  Some seem to 

think that the proximity of high-school means that 

they can take a break from the rigors of 8th grade.  

For those scholars, we ask that you remind them 

of the importance of finishing strong. Though this 

quarter was intense as we were preparing to excel 

on our state exams, we did take some time out for 

FUN EVENTS. We celebrated Pi Day on March 

14th (can you guess why we chose that day?).  The 

winners got to place real pies in the faces of Mr. Mera, 

Mr. Margulies, and Mr. O’Neill.  We awarded scholars 

for demonstrating excellence of character, and they 

feasted on a buffet of GREEN TREATS on St. Patrick’s 

Day.  The first ever CQA Basketball league got 

underway, and academic prizes and awards were 

presented to scholars leading up to the state ELA exam. 

We are noticing a large number of early pick-ups or 

absences for doctor appointments. Please try to make 

appointments after 3:30p Mondays-Thursdays, after 

2:00p on Fridays, or during vacation days to minimize 

the valuable learning time lost. Please keep checking 

grades on Kickboard 

(https://parents.kickboardforteachers.com/home/signin) 

and all the weekly HW assignments and vocab words on 

our website (www.centralqueensacademy.org/school-

programs).
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A view from the classroom…
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History/Social Studies- 8th

Mr. Magone brought our 8th

grade historians on a historical 

journey through WWII  and it’s 

aftermath this quarter.  As the 

warmth of spring approaches, 

the tensions of the Cold War 

begin to simmer.

IDS-8th

In Mrs. Sasso’s class, scholars 

worked hard building their test-

taking strategies in both ELA 

and Math.

Next Up: Life of 

Pi by Yann Martel 

and engineering 

an amusement 

park ride powered 

solely on kinetic 

energy.
Sci- 8th

The scholars continue 

working hard in Mr. 

Margulies’ class to learn the 

enormous content of the high 

school earth science 

curriculum. This quarter, 

scholars studied Meteorology 

ELA-8th

Our 8th grade literary scholars 

took all that they have learned 

about analyzing text and 

clearly communicating in 

writing into practice this 

quarter.  Quarter three was an

intense deep dive into the 

analysis of a plethora of both 

fictional and non-fictional 

authentic works.  The state 

ELA test was intense, but we 

saw our kids using all of the 

strategies that Mr. Completa

and Ms. Moise taught them, 

and we are confident that they 

nailed it!

and Earth’s climate .  Next up-

An travel through the cosmos 

in our Astronomy unit.

Math- 8th

Mr. Mera has been turning our 

our 8th grade mathematicians 

into statisticians.  They’ve been 

interpreting scatter plots and 

analyzing data.  That led up to 

some pretty intense state test 

preparation.

Next up- A study of irrational 

numbers using a geography 

lens.  PLEASE make sure your 

child is practicing on 

www.IXL.com seven days/wk.

The intensity 

doesn’t 

disappear this 

quarter.  Now 

we jump into 

Laura 

Hillenbrand’s 

Unbroken, a 

mesmerizing 

story about the 

human spirit.

http://www.ixl.com/


A view from the classroom…
They even tacked inequalities!  

From there, the mathematicians 

dove into intensive test prep 

applying ALL the skills they’ve 

learned.  Ms. Martinez always 

plans an exciting spring math 

project.  What will it be this 

year???

History/Social Studies- 7th

Our 7th grade historians 

journeyed back to the 19th

century to analyze the economies 

of the northern and southern 

states as well as their experiences 

with slavery prior to the civil 

war.  With this knowledge in 

hand, scholars worked together 

to design their own utopian 

societies.

Next up for our historians- The

Next up for our historians- The 

Civil War and a very special, 

very secret guest teacher for a 

week.

ELA-7th

“Without struggle, there is no 

progress.”    Frederick Douglas

That was the theme this quarter 

in ELA as we prepared for the 

state test.  Practicing all of our 

skills and noticing that we all 

face struggle, that it’s not in 

vain and it will pay off, 

scholars tackled their old bad 

habits and destroyed them 

while nurturing good habits 

that build character.

Next up- Narrative of the Life 

of Frederick Douglas.  How 

does an empowering story 

empower you?
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IDS-7th

In IDS this quarter, scholars 

got into the ring with the “The 

People’s Champion” when 

they read The Greatest-

Mohamed Ali, by Walter Dean 

Myers. Students also practiced 

all of their ELA and Math 

strategies to prepare for the 

NYS assessments.

They studied heredity and even 

debated the pros and cons of 

genetic engineering.  Now we 

are accelerating into Physics!  

Unfortunately, we had to say 

goodbye to Delta, our Bearded 

Dragon.

Math- 7th

Mrs. Martinez’s  

mathematicians have been 

solving and graphing algebraic 

equations.  Oh yeah- the 

algebra doesn’t stop there…

Sci- 7th

In Mr. 

O’Neill’s 

class, our 

budding 

scientists 

tackled the 

world of 

genetics. 



UPCOMING EVENTS

CQA South Events for 

2016-2017

Date today 4/28/2017

4/28 Q3 Awards Presentation

TBD Staff vs. Scholar 

Basketball Game

5/15 Monochrome Monday

5/16 Sports Day

5/17 Wacky Tacky Wednesday

5/18 Throwback Thursday

5/19 Pajama Day

6/7 8
th

Grade Dinner Dance

6/22 Field Day (7
th

grade only)

6/22 8
th

Grade Graduation



Spring Rewards- Class of 2021



Spring Rewards- Class of 2022



Enrichment in 

Action!!!



Counselor Corner:
The Class of 2022 have gotten into a groove, 
halfway through 7th grade. Scholars should 
remember to continue pushing themselves and 
working their hardest since the final report card for 
7th grade will really determine the types of high 
school's they can apply to.

High School results are right around the corner! 
Though we do not have an exact date yet, we know 
that they'll be here sometime in March. Keep in 
mind that even once High School results have 
arrived, our scholars must continue to put their best 
foot forward every day in order to have a strong 
finish to Quarter 3 and Quarter 4 since any high 
school they are accepted to, will be checking in on 
their progress in 8th grade.

-Mrs. Ramkarran
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Intervention Intersection:
We're so excited to announce that CQA 
Intervention Classes have moved our scholars 
forward this school year. Many students have 
moved up in their Reading Grade 
Levels! They've also become more confident in 
their ability to participate and share ideas in 
their ELA class as a result of stronger literary 
skills taught in Intervention. 8th grade 
Intervention students have become fully 
equipped for success in High School by learning 
how to organize their workload and study for 
Exams. Good job, Intervention scholars!!

-Mrs. Diaz
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Note from Ms. McDonald:
“It's not where you start or even what happens to you along the way that's important. What is important is that you persevere and 

never give up on yourself.” Zig Ziglar

Make wise choices.

Seventh graders, the decisions that you make during fourth quarter will have a lasting impact 
on your 2017-2018 eighth grade year. Prepare yourself for the best high school choices by 
diligently (constant in effort to accomplish something) working on all of your own 
assignments. Remove the thought of copying from an internet source, a book, or your friend 
and replace that idea with this notion “my own hard work and effort will reward me with 
long term success.”

Eighth graders, take the time to enjoy and appreciate your final approximately forty days with 
us at CQA. Make wise social choices, and avoid doing something that will tarnish your 
reputation. Lastly, strike up new conversations with different students while you are on your 
way to school or on the way home. These conversations, outside of your comfort zone, will 
prepare you for the new social scenes of which you will be a part. 

Scholars, choose to be the best version of you.
How will you end? Wisely….

Ms. McDonald



Field Trips in review & on the Horizon Date today 4/29/2017

Where: Statue of Liberty

When: 7th- May 9th

8th- May 10th

Who: 701, 702 & 801, 802

Where: Mets Education 

Day at Citi Field

When: June 1st

Who: 7th grade

Where: Six Flags Great 

Adventure

When: June

Who: 8th grade

Fall Spring



WORK HARD, PLAY HARD- BUT WORK HARD FIRST!

Working Hard & Having Fun


